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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR HILL SPEECH WIDELY REPORTED, 

PRAISED BY BUENOS AIRES HERALD 

1 . REMARKS ON ARGENTINA AND HUMAN RIGHTS MADE BY FORMER 
AMBASSADOR TO ARGENTINA ROBERT HILL AT A U.S.-ARGENTINE 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE LUNCHEON IN NEW YORK RECEIVED WIDE 
PRESS COVERAGE HERE JUNE 29. MOST DAILIES CARRIED LENGTHY 
EXCERPTS OF THE ADDRESS, INCLUDING AMBASSADOR HILL’S 
DESCRIPTION OF RECENT ARGENTINE POLITICAL HISTORY, THE 
TERRORIST THREAT, STRIDES MADE BY THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT TO 
OVERCOME ECONOMIC CHAOS AND TERRORISM, AND THE DANGER THAT 
THE PRESENT CARTER POLICY ON HUMAN RIGHTS COULD LEAD TO THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF A SOUTHERN CONE BLOC AGAINST THE U.S. 

AMBASSADOR HILL IS QUOTED AS COUNSELING "PATIENCE AND 
UNDERSTANDING"FOR ARGENTINA AND PARTICULARLY "PATIENCE 

TO SEE IF THE MODERATE ATTITUDE OF PRESIDENT VIDELA AND HIS 
SUPPORTERS WILL PREDOMINATE AND ENSURE A GRADUAL RETURN TO 
CIVILIAN RULE.” 

2. ALTHOUGH SEVERAL OF THE NEWSPAPERS EMPHASIZED AMBASSADOR 
HILL'S CRITICISM OF THE CURRENT ADMINISTRATION'S POLICY, THE 
ONLY PRESS EDITORIAL COMMENTARY TO DATE WAS PUBLISHED BY THE 
BUENOS AIRES HERALD (JUNE 29). THE HERALD, WHICH WARMLY 
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PRAISED AMBASSADOR HILL FOR CUTTING THROUGH "THE PROPAGANDA, 
THE CANT AND THE HYPOCRISY THAT CLOUDS THE ISSUE OF HUMAN RIGHTS'" 
SAID THAT THE AMBASSADOR'S SPEECH WILL INCREASE UNDERSTANDING 
OF ARGENTINA'S PREDICAMENT AND "'MAY HELP RESTRAIN THE HOTHEADS 
IN THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION WHO HAVE BEEN MAKING INROADS 
IN THE PREVIOUSLY MORE CAUTIONS STATE DEPARTMENT." THE 
EDITORIAL WENT ON TO DESCRIBE THE VIOLENCE, HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES, 
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AND DESTRUCTION OF SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS PERPETUATED BY TERRORIST 
GROUPS AND SAID THAT THE TERRORISTS "CAN HARDLY COMPLAIN IF THE 
TACTICS THEY EVOLVED ARE USED AGAINST THEM". RECENT SUCCESSES 
AGAINST THE TERRORISTS HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED PARTLY THROUGH 
VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS JUST AS THE EARLY TERRORIST SUCCESSES 
WERE ACHIEVED THROUGH VIOLATING HUMAN RIGHTS, THE EDITORIAL 
CONTINUED. IT CONCLUDED THAT THE TASK AHEAD OF REBUILDING 
SOCIETY AND REINSTATING INDIVIDUAL GUARANTEES AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
REQUIRES THE PATIENCE AND UNDERSTANDING OF FRIENDS ABROAD, IN 
WHICH "MR. HILL'S VOLUNTARY WORK ON OUR BEHALF IS INVALUABLE." 

3. COMMENT: THE HERALD, THE MOST OUTSPOKEN AND COURAGEIOUS 
PUBLICATION IN ARGENTINA ON THE SUBJECT OF HUMAN RIGHTS, HAS 
INCREASINGLY EXPRESSED ITS RESERVATIONS ABOUT THE APPROPRIATENESS 
OF U.S. POLICY IN PUBLICLY ATTACKING AND SANCTIONING ARGENTINA 
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS. ITS JUNE 29 EDITORIAL WAS THE MOST 
VEHEMENT TO DATE IN DEFENDING ARGENTINA AGAINST U.S. HUMAN 
RIGHTS POLICY, AND APPEARS TO HAVE OVERSHOT THE MARK BY, IN 
EFFECT, JUSTIFYING HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS ON THE PART OF THE 
GOVERNMENT IN ITS BATTLE TO CRUSH TERRORISM. PRESS CLIPS OF 
REMARKS AND COMMENTARY ARE BEING POUCHED TO DEPARTMENT. 
CHAPLIN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: HUMAN RIGHTS, PRESS COMMENTS, POLICIES, AMBASSADORS, SPEECHES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 30-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BUENOS04885 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770234-0916 

Format: TEL 

From: BUENOS AIRES 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1977064/aaaaader.tel 

Line Count: 84 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 3578e779-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07-Apr-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2095847 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AMBASSADOR HILL SPEECH WIDELY REPORTED, PRAISED BY BUENOS AIRES HERALD 
TAGS: SHUM, AR, AMCHAMS, (HILL, ROBERT) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/3578e779-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



